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"by various individuals connected with this intei eating
people.

The personal disputes and party contentions which have
occurred in the more recent internal history of this remark-
able church are most painful to contemplate. Hival priests
have visited the distant patriarch of Antioch with their
ex-parte statements and representations, or misrepresentations,
as the case might be, afterwards returning to Malabar to
carry on their jarring disputes in the very bosom of the
Church. At various periods several bishops have simulta-
neously put forward antagonistic pretensions to primatial
authority. In 1848 there were no less than five bishops in
Malabar, each decrying the others as unauthorized intruders.
Hence arose scandalous disputes and confusion.

At present there are two metrans, bitter and avowed rivals.
A third. Mar Joseph Coorilos (Cyril), is Bishop of Anjoor,
near Calicut, where he has been for twenty years. He ac-
knowledges his suboidination,as suffragan, to Mar Athanasius.

Mar Athanasius, the recognised metropolitan of the Syrian
Church in Malabar, resides at Cottayam. He has appointed
his brother, Mar Thomas Athanasius, to be his suffragan
and successor. A native of Travancore, Athanasius ob-
tained a good education in the Church Mission College
at Cottayam, and was one of the Syrian deacons who
adhered to the missionaries at the time of the separation.
He was afterwards dismissed, however, as unfit for the
ministry; and then started for Antioch, and visited the
patriarchs at Mosul and Mardin. Although well aware that
there was a metran in Travancore, he induced the patriarch
to consecrate him, and returned to Malabar in 1843. For a
long time he was not well received, but his position has
gradually improved and his influence strengthened. He has
been recognised by the native Government as in possession of
the supreme ecclesiastical authority and of the churches